Oddities’ – a history

The seed of ‘Oddities’ began in 1992 with a phone call from John Montgomery, to Nicola Oddy.    ‘The Almonte United Church folk choir is coming to sing at our next service’ he said.    ‘Come and listen and consider starting one of our own’.  The Almonte United Church folk choir played beautifully that day, and left the hair standing on our arms.  They sang spiritual music effectively with simplicity.  The singers and players looked like they were having fun unlike many choirs where the business is very serious.  
Nicola agreed to lead a St. Paul’s folk choir and for many years it flourished, first with Nicola in the lead and then with Jean Geddes at the helm.  When Jean moved away from Perth, the group continued in a self led smaller way, providing a spiritual touch to many St. Paul’s services.   In 1998, Nicola was approached by Beth Peterkin who wanted to continue the folk choir in it’s led form.   Nicola was determined to continue to minimize her evenings away from her family, and agreed to lead the group on Saturday mornings. Beth headed off the administrative tasks, Nicola picked up the leadership once again and singing took off. At first the group felt that preparing for regular performances made the practises stressful, and was content to remain an essentially non-performing group, learning songs for the love of it. 
The group continued in that vein for several years, with perhaps one appearance at the end of each year.  We had the opportunity to sing with Garnet Rogers and with Ian Tamblyn during that time and have had two appearances at the Stewart Park festival.  The choir has risen to a membership of 55 singers who come out on Saturday mornings from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.  
An early morning chant session was added in 2002.  Several choir members come out 30 minutes earlier each week to enjoy the benefits of spiritual chant.  
In the fall of 2004, Nicola felt that she needed a break from her many commitments and invited Jack Hurd to ‘take up the baton’ for one term.   Jack’s energy and musicality have taken the group to a new level.  Sight-reading and expression of the music have improved substantially.  With this new level of experience, the choir is ready for more challenging music, and is agreeing to perform on a more regular basis, making sure to keep the fun intact! 
The choir entered a new phase of its journey, when Nicola returned to the choir this February.  She and Jack are now sharing the helm, each bringing their own expertise to the group.  The choir continues to grow in size and in experience. All are welcome – experienced and inexperienced alike.  Members come with a sense of adventure and fun. 
The journey continues!   
